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I. PHILOSOPHY 

 
 

We strive to embrace the critical elements of the Catholic Middle School concept, 

providing young adolescents with: 

 

 1. THE DEVELOPMENT OF MORAL AND SPIRITUAL 

VALUES.  We recognize that the religious dimension is an intrinsic and essential 

element in the healthy person.  Accordingly, we strive to help young adolescents 

develop their capacity for the spiritual, rather than imposing religion on them. 

 

 2. A SENSE OF COMMUNITY for learning within the larger 

school building.  We attempt to create "smallness within bigness." 

 

 3. A CORE ACADEMIC PROGRAM for all learners.  We place 

emphasis on the acquisition of basic skills (reading, writing, speaking, computing, 

critical thinking, and problem solving). 

 

 4. SUCCESSFUL EXPERIENCES FOR ALL STUDENTS.  We 

avoid tracking and ability grouping in all but selected developmental classes.  We 

promote cooperative and mastery learning, increasing the likelihood of success. 

 

 5. EMPOWERMENT FOR TEACHERS AND ADMINISTRA-

TORS in making decisions about the experiences of middle-grade students.  

Emphasis is placed upon team planning and shared decision making in academic 

and co-curricular activities. 

 

 6. TEACHERS WHO ARE EXPERT AT TEACHING YOUNG 

ADOLESCENTS.  Our middle school teachers are prepared and certified to work 

with rapidly and uniquely developing students in these age groups.  Ongoing in-

service for teachers is essential to maintain the knowledge and understanding 

essential to a successful education experience in these crucial grades. 

 

 7. FAMILIES RE-ENGAGED IN THE EDUCATION OF 

YOUNG ADOLESCENTS.  A family perspective is maintained throughout the 

middle school program.  Parents and other family members are provided selected 

opportunities for meaningful roles as partners with the school in the spiritual, 

academic, social, and service formation of their children. 

 

 8. A SCHOOL THAT IS CONNECTED WITH ITS 

COMMUNITY.  Service projects and other collaborative efforts are undertaken 

to enhance students' educational opportunities and experiences.  These projects 

will instill in them the value and necessity of using their gifts and talents to serve 

their local and world communities. 
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II.      DEVELOPMENTAL NEEDS OF THE MIDDLE SCHOOL STUDENT 
  
The Center for Early Adolescence has identified seven needs for students 
ages 10-15: 

 1. POSITIVE INTERACTION WITH ADULTS AND PEERS 

 2. STRUCTURE AND CLEAR LIMITS 

 3. COMPETENCE AND HONEST SENSE OF ACHIEVEMENT 

 4. CREATIVE EXPRESSION 

 5. NONCOMPETITIVE PHYSICAL ACTIVITY 

 6. MEANINGFUL PARTICIPATION IN THEIR FAMILIES, 

 SCHOOLS, AND COMMUNITIES 

 7. SELF-DEFINITION 
 
These developmental needs, along with adolescent characteristics 
attendant to these needs, are reviewed and discussed at our PARENT 
ORIENTATION SESSIONS and are provided as resources. 
 
 

III. ACADEMIC CURRICULUM 
 

 A. CORE CLASSES 
 

1. LITERATURE 
Core classic and modern authors’ works are surveyed during 
middle school literature courses and the three genres of 
poetry, prose, and drama are covered within this canon of 
literature.  Thematic units are developed around these core 
works, emphasizing the traditions and cultural roles such 
authors/poets/play- wrights inspire as well as their 
application to students’ lives today.  Depth and breadth of 
works studies increases each year in accordance with skill 
levels of maturing middle school students, so 6

th
 graders 

may study The Adventures of Tom Sawyer, 7
th
 graders read 

To Kill a Mockingbird, while 8
th
 graders may tackle The Old 

Man and the Sea, for example.  Literal, interpretive, and 
critical analysis of the works is integral to the course’s 
success, and reading comprehension, oral/silent reading, 
listening/speaking skills are also reinforced.  Students 
practice narrative, poetic, and descriptive compositions, 
among other types. 

 

2. COMPOSITION/GRAMMAR 
This course is designed so students learn to articulate 
thoughts and feelings effectively through both written and 
spoken word.  Areas of grammar to be taught include the 
eight parts of speech, complements, phrases, clauses,  
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sentence types and structure, usage, mechanics, and 
diagramming sentences.  Application of these grammar 
items is crucial to the success of the composition program, 
and the 6 + 1 Writing Traits Program is used effectively to 
develop writing skills for a variety of purposes.  The four 
composition types are taught and practiced by students 
throughout the course: expository, narrative, descriptive, and 
persuasive, with the primary focus upon expository and 
persuasive writing.  Expository methods such as definition, 
comparison/contrast, synthesis, analysis, cause and effect 
are introduced and practiced.  Other forms of writing also 
addressed in both courses include journalizing, different 
methods of note taking, and essay writing in timed tests.  
Vocabulary skills development is also stressed through 
analysis of structure, definition, and usage of words. 

 

 3.   MATH 
 Math class needs mastery of a skill in order to advance.  We 

will have repetition daily over basic skills so we can 
accomplish the more challenging problems.  Grades will be 
based on daily assignments, quizzes and chapter tests.   

 
 The 6

th
 grade student should have mastered all basic skills 

of addition, subtraction, division and multiplication.  We will 
continue to review these skills and further their manipulation 
with fractions, decimals and their equivalent percents.  
These operations will be used to introduce 1-step algebraic 
equations, the use of data in a variety of tables, geometric 
shapes and basic formulas, conversion of standard and 
metric units.  Application of these skills in story problems is 
also stressed. 

   

 4. RELIGION 
 The goal of the Religion curriculum is to assist the student in 

their lifelong process of learning how to KNOW, LOVE and 
SERVE the Lord. This is done through academic and 
spiritual experiences.  Sixth grade students will study the Old 
Testament.  Seventh grade students will study the life of 
Jesus as described in the Gospels.  Eighth grade students 
will study our Church history.  In addition, all students will 
study the Bible in relation to the liturgical seasons of our 
Church, and traditions and practices of the Catholic faith. 
Research and service projects are required at all grade 
levels. Students will participate in liturgies, prayer services 
and possible retreat experiences. Grades in Religion class 
are based on test grades, daily assignments, and journals. 

   

 5.   SCIENCE 
 The Science curriculum is designed to enhance the 

students' natural curiosity about the world around them.  
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These experiences provide them with a better understanding 
of the delicate balance needed by all living things.  Being 
more aware will help make our students better caretakers of 
these wondrous God-given gifts of nature. 

 
 Science coursework will focus on the processes of science: 

observing, communicating, comparing, ordering, 
categorizing, relating, inferring and applying.  Concept 
emphasis is: 6

th
 grade is an introduction to physical, life and 

earth/space science.  We research famous people who have 
promoted our knowledge of these fields.  Scientific method 
of experimentation is recreated through labs and the middle 
school science fair.  7

th
 grade is the study of life science and 

8
th
 grade is the study of earth/space science and chemical 

bonding.  Students actively experience science through 
hands-on experiments, demonstrations, lab work, 
discussions, field trips, speakers, and a variety of projects.  
Grading is based on daily student effort, lab activities, and 
tests and quizzes. 

 

 6.   SOCIAL STUDIES 
 The Social Studies curriculum is designed so students can 

recognize and understand how environment, location, and 
resources play major roles in cultural development.  
Students will deal with how cultural diversity affects 
relationships among the world's peoples.  Sixth grade will 
focus on the historical aspects of the Eastern Hemisphere 
with special emphasis on Europe.  Seventh grade will 
concentrate on the nature of geography with emphasis on 
the Americas.  Eighth grade will study the peoples and 
events that have shaped our country from the arrival of its 
first inhabitants to the pre-Civil War period.  We will also 
study the Declaration of Independence and U.S. 
Constitution.  Current Events will be part of our class 
discussion and students will be responsible for keeping 
abreast of national and local issues in the news.  Students 
will be evaluated on their daily work/projects and 
tests/quizzes 

 
  

 7. COMPUTER 
 The Computer curriculum is designed around activities that 

will promote higher-level thinking skills, develop problem-
solving techniques, and provide practice in written 
communication and graphic design.  Students learn how to   
search and evaluate online resources and recognize the 
importance of courtesy, ethics, and safety on the Internet.  
Technology is integrated into other subject areas to help 
students develop skills for the 21

st
 century.  Keyboarding, 

word processing, spreadsheet, database, and desktop 
publishing skills are cultivated through lab work. 
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  8. P.E. / HEALTH 
       Middle School Physical Education and Health consists of life 

skills and wellness.  These two items deal with whole-person 
education.  Students are expected to participate to the best 
of their ability in the following manner:  show mastery or 
improvement in the given skills area; and be familiar with 
sports rules and regulations.  Health will be taught in a 

classroom setting.  P.E. UNIFORM REQUIRED. 

 

 

 

B.    SPECIAL ENRICHMENT CLASSES 
 

 1.   BAND 
 The Middle School Band will consist of 6th, 7th, and 8th 

graders.  The focus of the Middle School Band program is to 
provide a quality music experience and then encourage 
students to develop proficiency and adequate techniques on 
band instruments.  The group will practice and perform band 
pieces that are appropriate for students at this level.  All 
students are encouraged to participate in the Band program. 

 

 2.   LIBRARY 
 The school library is a vital element in the education of St. 

Elizabeth Seton students.  The major purpose of the center 
is the communication of information through the use of print 
and non-print materials.  The sequential library program 
provides skills in library citizenship, circulation procedures, 
location skills, interpretation skills, and instruction 
coordination with the other subject areas. 

 
  
 

 3. CHOIR 
 The goal of the vocal music program at SES is to provide 

students in grades 6, 7, 8 with the opportunity to learn about 
music of various styles through performance in a vocal 
ensemble.  Chorus is open to any middle school student 
with the desire to part of a vocal ensemble and is willing to 
participate to the best of his or her ability.  Chorus grades 
are based on participation in rehearsals and activities, 
attendance, attitude, and completion of assigned class work. 

 

 4. ORCHESTRA 
 Orchestra program is open to students in grades 4-8.  Each 

student is responsible for renting, or buying an instrument.  
Students may play violin, viola, or cello.   
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 5. ART 
 The main focus for middle school Art enrichment is to clearly 

have an understanding  of the elements of art and principles 
of design.  Each unit consists of a number of projects that 
presents a variety of media and techniques, appropriate to 
the given art concept of the unit.  Students are introduced to 
drawing, painting, printing, sculpture, and mixed media.   

 

 

6. SIGN LANGUAGE 
 Focus:  American Sign Language is one of the most popular 

second language classes being taught today.  Not only does 
learning ASL help bridge the gap between the hearing world 
and the deaf community, it’s FUN!  Unique class activities 
and homework assignments will give you a special 
understanding of what it is like to be deaf and live in a 
hearing world.   

  

 7. STUDY SKILLS 
 Study Skills is a course designed to help students become 

independent, self sufficient learners who are able to 
complete school work and meet challenges with confidence.  
During each forty minute class (M-Th) time is split between a 
twenty minute study hall and a twenty minute lesson 
covering skills, ranging from organization and time 
management , to taking notes, and taking tests.  Each 
Friday is spent catching up, planning ahead, cleaning 
lockers, and/or sharing thoughts and ideas on pertinent 
topics such as problem solving and stress management. 
Enrollment in Study Skills is based on parent and/or teacher 
recommendation. 

  

C. HONOR ROLL CRITERIA 
 

 Students maintaining a 3.0 average with no D’s & F’s, 
including specials, will be placed on the Honor Roll.  Three 
types of Honor Roll:  Honors: 3.0 - 3.45; High Honors: 3.5 - 
3.99; Very High Honors:  4.0.  Grading scale as follows: 

     93-100 A 
     86- 92  B 
     77- 85  C 
     69- 76  D   

   Below 69 F 
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D.   SPECIAL SERVICES 
 

 1.   RESOURCE CENTER 
 The Resource Room is available to those students who 

need extra help with their studies.  Middle School students 
who have been tested through the Rapid City Public School 
System and are on Individual Education Plans, or students 
who are referred by their teachers may take advantage of 
this opportunity. 

 
 
 
 
    

 E. PARENT TEACHER CONFERENCES   
  

Conferences are scheduled during first quarter; during third 
quarter conferences will be scheduled as needed.  Parents 
will be advised of the time and location.  No appointment is 
necessary during this time. Parents wishing to consult with 
the team of teachers throughout the year may make an 
appointment through their child's homeroom teacher.  If you 
wish to consult with an individual teacher, you may do so 
any time. 
 

 

IV. CO - CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES 

 

 A. PHILOSOPHY 
 
 St. Elizabeth Seton offers the opportunity for its students to 

participate in various clubs, sports, academic activities, and 
leadership positions.  A faculty member moderates each 
student organization as coach, advisor, or sponsor.  
Students are encouraged to participate in a variety of 
activities to enhance the academic educational experience. 
Improved social skills, increased communication skills, 
stress on physical fitness, and an extended academic 
program are all reflected in participating in a well-rounded 
curricular schedule of activities. 

 

 B. CRITERIA FOR PARTICIPATION 
 
 The SES Eligibility Policy (See page 27), like the curriculum, 

is strict and challenging because academics are foremost. 
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C. ACADEMIC AND SOCIAL PROGRAMS  
 
  1. Knowledge Bowl 
  2. Eighth Grade Etiquette Tea and Dance 
  3.  Student Council  
 

 D. ATHLETIC PROGRAMS    (Seton Cavaliers) 
 

1. Boys’ and Girls’ Volleyball 
2. Boys’ and Girls’ Track and Field 
3. Boys’ and Girls’ Cross Country 
4. Boy’s and Girls’ Basketball 
5. Wrestling 
6. Students may also be asked to participate with high 

school teams at the discretion of the High School 
coaches. 

 
 
 

V. HOMEWORK AND MAKE-UP WORK POLICY 

 

 A. HOMEWORK 
 

 1.  PHILOSOPHY   
 Homework is given to reinforce lessons taught in the 

classroom, encourage independent research, complete daily 
work, and help develop responsible work habits. 

 

 2.  POLICY 
 Homework is due the following day it is assigned, unless 

otherwise directed by the teacher.  Assignments will be 
accepted one day late for 50% credit.  After that class period 
no credit will be given.  Students who have excused 
absences will be allowed to make up their work based on the 
make-up work guidelines. 

 

 B. MAKE-UP WORK POLICY  

 School work missed because of an absence must be made 
up.  For excused absences, students will be given the 
equivalent amount of time they were absent (including 
weekends), plus one day, to complete their assignments.  
There will be a homework log in each classroom.  It is the 
student’s responsibility to get his/her assignment from the 
homework logs.  In cases of long-term absences, parents 
may request make-up work.  The teachers will inform the 
students of the due dates. 
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Students who are absent for a school function need to turn 
in homework on the day that it is due.  They are responsible 
for requesting homework that will be assigned on the day 
they are gone which will be due the next day of class. 

All unexcused absences will result in zero in the classes 
missed. 

  
 *Please refer to page 9 of the Seton handbook regarding 

excused absences.  
 

VI.       MIDDLE SCHOOL TARDY PROCEDURE 
  
           Being on time is a responsibility and a courtesy.  A student entering  
a classroom after the class has begun creates a disturbance that detracts   
from the learning process.  Moreover, the student misses the information 
given at the beginning of class.  The St. Elizabeth Seton philosophy  
includes teaching responsibility, courtesy and consideration.  Therefore, 
students must learn to exercise the necessary planning and caution to  
prevent tardiness.  Parent cooperation is essential in helping St. Elizabeth            
Seton fulfill its obligations to the students’ development as responsible  
citizens. 
            After the 5

th
 unexcused tardy (this consists of tardies in the morn- 

ing and tardies between classes), a letter will be sent home to the parents 
and the student will be required to attend Friday detention from 3:30-4:15 
p.m. Detention will consist of the the student sitting silently in a supervised 
classroom and or/working along side a custodian. 
           Students will receive Friday detention for the 6

th
 thru the 9

th
  

unexcused tardies.  After the 10
th
 tardy the parents will be required to 

meet with the principal before the student will be allowed to return to 
class. 
            If the tardy problem persists, the student will go before the Board 
with their parents and provide a plan on how they will address the  
problem.  If the problem persists, then the Board will have final action. 
            The only excused tardies are for doctor appointments and the 
parents must provide a call or a note in advance . 

             “Late Start” by a parent does not excuse a tardy. 
 Any other situations will be under the discretion of the administration. 
 
 

VII.       APPROPRIATE ATTIRE  

 

           A. Dress-up/Jean Days/Dances/Graduation 
 The attire for 8

th
 grade graduation mass and reception is as 

follows: 
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Girls:  Dresses may be no shorter than 2 inches above the 
knee.  Floor-length dresses are NOT appropriate for 
graduation mass.  Spaghetti straps may only be worn with a 
cover-up (sweater or wrap). For 8

th
 grade graduation, no flip 

flops are allowed. 
 

Boys:  Ties with a dress shirt and slacks or a suit plus dress 
shoes are appropriate. 
 

Attire for graduation dance, (for 6
th
, 7

th
, and 8

th
 graders): 

For girls, tea-length dresses or dresses/skirts that are worn 
to Sunday Mass are appropriate.  NO prom-type dresses or 
long floor-length gowns.  For boys, collared shirts (ties are 
strongly suggested) and dress slacks—NO jeans. 

 
 

VIII.  LOCKERS 
 
 Each student will be assigned a locker.  These may be locked.  The 

combination must be given to the homeroom teacher.  Under 
certain conditions, school personnel have the right to search 
lockers. 

 

 

IX. MIDDLE SCHOOL PARTIES AND HOLIDAYS 

 
 Middle School parties and holidays are celebrated by the whole 

group.  Planning is taken care of by the teachers and the 
Homeroom Parent's Group.  Parents wishing to be part of this 
group should contact their child's homeroom teacher.   

 

X. MIDDLE SCHOOL FEES 

 
 Individual grade level assessments are collected at the beginning 

of the school year.  These fees include, but are not limited to, Net 
Retreats for all classes, Mammoth Site excursions, etc.   Fees will 
be collected by the teacher of the core class or by the homeroom 
teachers.  A letter regarding information of all fees will be sent at 
the beginning of the school year. 

 

 

XI. STUDENT DRIVERS 

 
Prior arrangements must be made in the office for those students 
who might be driving themselves to school.  Cars must be 
registered and proof of insurance supplied. 


