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ACT
The ACT is the most widely used college entrance exam.  The assessment measures student performance in 4 categories including:  English, Math, Reading and Science.  The exam has recently added a writing option.  The highest possible score on the ACT is a 36.  
RCCSS Overview of ACT
The average RCCSS 2010 ACT test taker scored a 25.2 on the composite portion of the test.  Those results are 3.4 points above the state average and 4.1 above the national average.  The STM average ACT score over the past 6 years is 24.8.  Scores can be disaggregated to show performance for students within particular sub-groupings such as gender and the subjects taken.  It is the entrance exam of choice for most of the graduates of Saint Thomas More, indeed nearly all of our students take this test.  The test is usually taken by our students at the South Dakota School of Mines and Technology on a Saturday morning and takes about 3 hours to complete.  There are graphs at the end of this synopsis which show our performance.  
Dakota Step Tests
The Dakota Step test is the largest single academic testing endeavor taken on by the State of South Dakota.  It is a requirement for accreditation.  The test is currently given to grades 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, and 11.  All grades require testing in Reading and Math and grades 5, 8, and 11 require additional testing in Science.  This test takes approximately 5-7 hours to administer.  It is given in early spring and results in performance levels as follows:  Below Basic, Basic, Proficient and Advanced.  The overall goal is to have all students performing at Proficient or Advanced by 2014.  
RCCSS Overview of Dakota STEP
RCCSS system performs well at each building level, but is particularly strong at the high school.  Performance is being monitored to make adjustments as needed.  Charts are provided at the end of this testing synopsis.
Otis-Lennon School Ability Test
The OLSAT test is an innate ability test.  This test is given to determine a student’s basic ability level.  It has a rough correlation to IQ tests.  The primary reason for administering this test is to determine if a student has similar performance and ability results.  If there is a large gap between ability and achievement it can point to a learning problem.  It also helps us to determine if we are getting as much out of the student population as we can.  Each class carries varying degrees of ability, so to follow performance only is not an accurate indication of the system.
RCCSS Overview of the OLSAT
RCCSS students consistently perform within 5 percentage points of their innate ability.  At times we have posted scores which show achievement above the projected ability level.  This test is given at grades 3, 6, and 11.  Results are typically shared only within the confines of the administration and the school board.
PLAN
The PLAN test is preparatory for the ACT.  The test measures performance in the same areas as the ACT and gives the students insight into a projected test score.  The test also evaluates a students interest in given fields and provides the student with information about potential fields of work based on Holland’s model.  The test takes approximately 3 hours to administer.
RCCSS Overview of the PLAN
RCCSS requires this test of all 10th grade students.  This is one of three preparatory tests which are administered and we believe that it is a part of the reason why our ACT scores and college placement is so high.  These results have been shared with administrators and the students are given a copy to share with their parents.  


PSAT
The PSAT/NMSQT test is another preparatory test for college entrance tests.  The test is normally given to students who plan to attend college and believe that they may have a chance to achieve scholarships through this program.  The test provides a student with scores in three categories and denotes a selection index which gives indication of the likelihood of scholarships.  The test takes approximately 3 hours to administer.
RCCSS Overview of the PSAT
The RCCSS has consistently produced National Merit Scholars.  RCCSS has an average selection index of around 151 for Juniors and 146 for sophomores.  These numbers are higher than average in a sea of college bound performers.  
Stanford Achievement Test
The SAT college entrance exam is taken by students looking to gain entrance to many East and West Coast colleges and universities.  This test measures student ability in verbal and nonverbal categories and has a writing component.  The top score on the SAT is 800 in the individual categories.  The test takes approximately 3 hours to complete and it is given at a host location.  
RCCSS Overview of the SAT
RCCSS has an increasing number of students who take the SAT.  Currently about 15-20% of our college bound students take this test.  We have had several students turn in a perfect subject test and our students have used the test to gain entrance to some of the most prestigious colleges and universities in the nation.
Stanford Achievement Tests (10th Edition)
The SAT10 is a series of tests administered to students which produce a national percentile rank.  This national percentile rank is a reflection of how our students do compared to students from across the nation.  The average percentile rank for the nation is 50%.  This is a widely respected test taken mandatorily by some states to evaluate student progress. The complete battery takes approximately 5-7 hours to finish.
RCCSS Overview of SAT10
A portion of the SAT tests had previously been used in the Dakota STEP tests.  2006 was the last year that the test was incorporated into the state exam.  With the loss of the SAT subject tests (science, social studies, and language) RCCSS felt a need for a better barometer to evaluate the other core content areas.  This test is given to students in grades 5, 8, and 11.  It has been used to essentially evaluate building level performance.  In addition, student results are reviewed to determine strengths and weaknesses in individuals and the curriculum.  Several graphs have been placed after the synopsis. 
Write to Learn
The Write to Learn Assessment is an assessment of writing skills in six core content areas and was begun in the 2010-11 school year.  It has taken the place of the Stanford Writing Assessment.  This test is a requirement of the State of South Dakota for accreditation.  The test is given to 5th, 7th, and 10th grade students online at three different intervals throughout the school year.
RCCSS Overview of Write to Learn
Write to Learn exams are not attributed proficiency ratings by the state.  Scores are used at the local level by the teachers in each particular grade.  The exam allows for corrections and affords an almost immediate response to performance in 6 content areas as well as an overall rating and a length of essay component.  Our school implemented 6+1 traits to improve writing scores.  
Technology Literacy
The SDTLA assesses basic proficiency levels in 21st century skills and specifically the use of educational technology, as required by program guidance under the No Child Left Behind Act (ESEA Title II, Part D, Subpart 1).   States are to ensure all 8th students are technologically literate by the end of eighth grade.  
RCCSS Overview of SDTLA
This program was begun in 2008-2009.  Initial results of the tests indicate that RCCSS is at or above the state averages.  Technology is always evolving and RCCSS has a plan in place to keep in step with the changes that may come.
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SAT 10 5th Grade
2008	Reading	Language	Math	Science	Soc. Sci.	Cmpst.	84	83	80	81	84	80	2009	Reading	Language	Math	Science	Soc. Sci.	Cmpst.	83	77	74	80	85	78	2010	Reading	Language	Math	Science	Soc. Sci.	Cmpst.	70	57	60	71	70	65	2011	Reading	Language	Math	Science	Soc. Sci.	Cmpst.	66	59	71	70	70	67	Average 50%
Sat 10 8th Grade
2008	Reading	Language	Math	Science	Soc. Sci.	Cmpst.	74	69	76	80	71	74	2009	Reading	Language	Math	Science	Soc. Sci.	Cmpst.	74	55	70	75	73	69	2010	Reading	Language	Math	Science	Soc. Sci.	Cmpst.	77	55	75	78	65	71	2011	Reading	Language	Math	Science	Soc. Sci.	Cmpst.	75	59	77	77	76	72	50% Average
SAT 10 11th Grade
2008	Reading	Language	Math	Science	Soc. Sci.	Cmpst.	91	86	89	90	84	87	2009	Reading	Language	Math	Science	Soc. Sci.	Cmpst.	86	75	86	87	79	82	2010	Reading	Language	Math	Science	Soc. Sci.	Cmpst.	87	69	82	87	79	81	2011	Reading	Language	Math	Science	Soc. Sci.	Cmpst.	87	76	81	84	76	80	50% Average
8th SD Tech. Literacy 2011
RCCSS	Creativity and Innovation 	Communication and Collaboration	Research and Information Fluency	Critical Thinking, Problem Solving and Decisions	Digital Citizenship	Technology Operations and Concepts	Overall	327	328	367	335	361	312	345	State	Creativity and Innovation 	Communication and Collaboration	Research and Information Fluency	Critical Thinking, Problem Solving and Decisions	Digital Citizenship	Technology Operations and Concepts	Overall	269	261	259	257	278	254	272	100-500
ACT Scores 06-11
stm	2006	2007	2008	2009	2010	2011	24.3	23.4	25.3	25.9	24.7	25.2	state	2006	2007	2008	2009	2010	2011	21.8	21.9	22	22	21.8	21.8	national	2006	2007	2008	2009	2010	2011	21.1	21.2	21.1	21.1	21	21.1	0-36
07-11 Reading Proficient
2008	3rd	4th	5th	6th	7th	8th	11th	100	100	100	92.9	93.7	92.6	94.5	2009	3rd	4th	5th	6th	7th	8th	11th	92.9	96.1	100	85.2	94.1	83.3	84.7	2010	3rd	4th	5th	6th	7th	8th	11th	88.2	85.7	94.1	91.2	80.7	90.2	94.4	2011	3rd	4th	5th	6th	7th	8th	11th	97.9	92.3	93.9	89.3	91.4	90.9	95.6	% Proficient
07-11 Math Proficient
2007	3rd	4th	5th	6th	7th	8th 	11th	93.5	90.2	91.1	80	84.1	79.7	83.3	2008	3rd	4th	5th	6th	7th	8th 	11th	98.2	96.6	89.1	87.1	68.7	75	87	2009	3rd	4th	5th	6th	7th	8th 	11th	84.3	92.2	86.9	95.1	82.4	63.7	78.5	2010	3rd	4th	5th	6th	7th	8th 	11th	84.3	85.7	88.2	94.7	85.5	88.5	81.5	2011	3rd	4th	5th	6th	7th	8th 	11th	93.7	76.900000000000006	89.4	94.6	87.9	85.5	81.900000000000006	% Proficient
OLSAT 07-11
3rd	2007	2008	2009	2010	2011	76	74	70	67	68	6th	2007	2008	2009	2010	2011	71	64	74	73	71	11th	2007	2008	2009	2010	2011	90	85	88	92	88	